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Tonight’s 
Goals.



WHAT IS Q 

METHODOLOGY?



HOW IS Q BEING USED
in Education 



HOW IS Q BEING USED
Beyond Education 







1 Develop Concourse

2 Develop Q-Set

3 Develop P-Set

4 Create your Condition of Instruction

5 Have Participants Sort

6 Have Participants Fill Out Post Sort Survey



HOW TO BUILD A CONCOURSE

Statements should represent a wide range of perspectives, opinions, and 

feelings related to the subject of study

• Identify the Scope

• Identify the Sources of Statements

• Literature Review

• Media Content

• Collect Statements

• Match P Set Tone

• Ensure Diversity and Range

• Categorize Statements

• Annotate and Reference



Example of 
Categorized 
Statements



NARROWING TO A Q SET

• Refine & Select Statements

⚬ Put duplicates together

⚬ Combine like terms

⚬ Review for Relevance

⚬ Ensure Representativeness

⚬ Balance and Variety

⚬ Manageable Number

• Pilot Test

• Finalize Q Set



SELECTING A P SET

What is your purpose? 

Who can help you achieve that?

What are the inclusionary and 
exclusionary factors? 



SELECTING A P SET



Research Question
What are the viewpoints of first-generation 
students about the factors that contributed to their 
persistence toward completing their academic 
goals at a rural community college?

Condition of Instruction
Sort the statements based on What factors are 
helpful in successfully pursuing a credential or 
degree  from +4 most helpful to -4 most not helpful. 



Q Sort



Post-sort 
Survey



POST SORT SURVEY

Most Agree 
Card # and Why? 

Most Disagree 
Card # and Why? 

Difficult to Place
Card # and Why? 

Demographics 
 

Most Impact on Sort
Card # and Why? 

Any Missing 
Statements? 



1. Preparing Data

2. Analyzing Data

3. Interpreting Quant Output

4. Interpreting Qual Data



Preparing the Data



Analyzing Q Data



Factors



Interpreting Qual Data

❑ Review open-ended post-sort responses

❑ Interviews

❑ Focus groups

❑ Name factor groups using both KADE & 

post sort data



How can you use Q? 



RESOURCES



Give it a try!

https://GSOQ.tiiny.site



Thank you!

Slides

linkedin.com/in/drmbartlett/
mbartlet@odu.edu

Let’s Stay Connected


